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Epidemiological studies on occupational radiation exposures in the world
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Summary
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Numerous epidemiological studies have been conducted on the health effects due to

radiation exposures. While studies on atomic bomb survivors are the most informative

sources for radiation-induced cancer risk, studies on occupationally exposed populations

provide additional findings on the possible effects of radiation exposures. Although increased

cancer risks have been demonstrated so far among early workers who were exposed to
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relatively high doses of radiation until around the mid 20th century, there are generally no
detectable increases in cancer risk among recent workers. Further data are needed for better
understanding of the cancer risks associated with chronic or fractionated exposures to low to
moderate doses of radiation. In some epidemiological studies, cancer incidence data from
cancer registries are used in ascertaining cases or calculating expected number of cases.

Availability of such data will be one of the key issues for epidemiological studies in the future.
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