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The current status of cancer registries in Nagasaki Prefecture
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Summary

Both cancer mortality and incidence in Nagasaki Prefecture are the highest in Kyushu, including
Okinawa. Fifty years have passed since 1958, when a cancer registry project was started by the city
medical association before initiation of the prefecture-wide cancer registry. The Nagasaki Prefectural
Cancer Registry is characterized by the attribute that its main sources of information are not only
notification but also record abstraction by hospital visit and transfer of data from the tissue registryj;
percentages of the total information obtained from these three sources are 20%, 30%, and 50%,
respectively, with the tissue registry and record abstraction providing 80% of the total. The work of
record abstraction by hospital visit has been conducted by RERF since 1958. In 2004, hospitals to
serve as central bases for cancer treatment were designated, and since then, the number of cases
notified by such hospitals has exceeded the number of cases collected from record abstraction by
hospital visit. The number of cases reported by these hospitals account for about 20% of the total
number of notified cases, and it is anticipated that they will continue to play an important role in
the future. As Nagasaki Prefecture encompasses such isolated islands as Tsushima, Iki, and Goto,
efforts have been made in recent years for improvement of record abstraction and notification of
pathology information in these regions, leading to increased accuracy of the registry.

In August 2008, Nagasaki Prefecture will promulgate the “Ordinance to Promote Countermeasures
against Cancer in Nagasaki Prefecture.” Nagasaki will be the fifth prefecture in the nation, and the
first in Kyushu, to have an ordinance of this kind. Following Kanagawa Prefecture, Nagasaki will
become the second prefecture to include stipulations regarding its cancer registry in the ordinance,
promulgation of which will be extremely significant in the adoption of countermeasures against
cancer. Further, this fiscal year, the cancer registry (tumor statistics project) and the pathology
registry (Nagasaki Tumor and Tissue Registry) of the Nagasaki City Medical Association were

incorporated into the Nagasaki Prefectural Cancer Registry.
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