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Adult T-cell leukemia and cancer registration in Nagasaki
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a5t 64,970 1,134 1,054 1.62
Summary

Cancer registration in Nagasaki Prefecture was initiated as the Tumor Registration Project in which
Nagasaki City, the second target city of an atomic bomb, played a leading role. Thereafter, the
project was expanded to cover every part of the prefecture in 1984 and is now the Nagasaki
Prefecture Cancer Registration Project. Adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) is a kind of endemic disease
that is caused by the HTLV-I. ATL occurs most frequently in the Kyushu area and is characterized by
specific clinical symptoms. From data of the Nagasaki Prefecture Regional Cancer Registration
Program, it is surmised that around 100 persons develop the disease every year, patients are mostly
found in isolated islands, and prognosis of the disease remains very poor. It is estimated from the
number of ATL patients that about 150 thousand people are carriers of the virus in Nagasaki
Prefecture at the present day. In 1987, Nagasaki Prefecture implemented the ATL Prevention
Program Nagasaki 87 (APP ’87) for the purpose of clarification as well as interception of
mother-to-child HTLV-I infection and demonstrated a reduction of the vertical infection down to a
eighth by means of bottle feeding. The APP 87 has been continued being repeatedly revised for over

20 years and is expected to nearly eradicate ATL from Nagasaki in the future.





