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Progress and prospects of population-based cancer registration in Japan: on the basis of

the Basic Plans to Promote the Cancer Control Program
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Summary

Standardization and improvement of data quality are urgent tasks for population-based cancer
registration in Japan. In the 3rd-Term Comprehensive Ten-Year Strategy for Cancer Control
(2004-2013), the Japan Cancer Surveillance Research Group (PI. Tomotaka Sobue) has the role to
develop the population-based cancer registry and focus on the standardization of procedures for
population-based cancer registries. Result of the Research Group is as follows: 1) establishment of
the objectives and standards to be achieved with 10 years, 2) development and dissemination of the
standard registry system, and 3) estimation of the national incidence by using data from 15
prefectural registries.

The Basic Plans to Promote the Cancer Control Program urges the dissemination of hospital-based
cancer registration. Improvement of data quality for both registries is expected by adequate
cooperation. However, there are a lot of complicated problems out of control of the cancer registrars.
We hope that the Japanese Association of Cancer Registries plays a pivotal role in enforcement of

the administrative and financial supports of the government.



