JACR Monograph No. 13

DB TIIEABTRIZZOLSIZSTFHEN TN D

How the personal information is protected in the cancer registry
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There is a tendency to think that personal information is not necessary for the cancer registry.
However, personal information is very important for understanding the accurate incidence of cancer
and giving appropriate medical treatment. In order to fully understand the precise incidence of
cancer, it is necessary to determine whether a patient’s cancer is a recurrent carcinoma or a new one,
by tracing his/her medical history. This is why the cancer registry requires personal information
such as surname, first name, date of birth, and address for identifying the person.

There is always a danger that the abuse of such information will lead to the violation of an
individual’s rights. = Therefore, personal information must be rigorously managed. Many
guidelines have been established for the protection of personal information, and many physical
measures have been taken for the safe management of such data. The leakage of personal
information collected for local cancer registry can result in the nation’s great distrust of the
undertaking of a cancer registry, even if the amount of leakage is not great. It entirely depends on
the awareness of the people engaged in the undertaking whether or not the confidentiality of
personal information can be fully protected. It is most vital to continuously make efforts to
increase awareness of the importance of protecting confidentiality in the staffs handling of personal

information.
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