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Progress and challenges for standardization of cancer registration in Japan
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Summary

Standardization and improvement of data quality are urgent tasks for population-based cancer registration
in Japan. The following five items were evaluated one by one as criteria for standardization, based on the
result of “Survey on cancer registration in Japan” that the JACR and the research group (PI: Tomotaka
Sobue) had jointly realized in August, 2006.
1. Information from medical institutions
2. Information from the vital statistics in Japan
3. Registration procedure and system in population-based cancer registries
4. Annual report of cancer statistics
5. Use of cancer registry information and cancer statistics

Introduction of the standard procedure of cancer registration is progressing thanks to the constant effort of
the research group. However, there are a lot of complicated problems out of control of the cancer registrars,
and we hope enforcement of the administrative and financial supports of the government, including a

legislative preparation for cancer registration.
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