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Role of cancer registry in the National Cancer Control Strategy
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The World Health Organization (WHO) published “National Cancer Control Programmes” in

2002, which offers guidance for promoting cancer control programs as part of a national strategy.

The aim of these programs is to reduce cancer incidence and mortality and improve quality of life of

cancer patients and their families. They can be realized by making the best use of available resources

for the systematic and equitable implementation of evidence-based strategies for prevention, early

detection, diagnosis, treatment and palliation. This is based on the recognition that one-third of the
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new cases of cancer are preventable by using existing knowledge such as control of tobacco
consumption and viral infection. Early detection can prevent a further one-third of cases and for
the remaining one-third, effective treatment and palliation can improve their quality of life. The
problem is how to translate present knowledge into action.

With the slogan, “Targeting a drastic reduction of cancer incidence and mortality rates”, the
Third-Term Comprehensive Ten-Year Strategy for Cancer Control was launched in 2004. This
strategy aims not only at promoting cancer research but also at promoting cancer prevention and
improving the quality of cancer care and promoting social support systems. It is challenging task
to implement the effective cancer control activity within this decade.

To promote such a cancer control policy, cancer registry is essential for the effective monitoring
of cancer incidence and survival. In the US, the UK and South Korea, surveillance systems for
monitoring high-quality data of cancer incidence have been established at the national level. On
the other hand, although population-based cancer registries were launched several decades ago, the
current situation in Japan is far behind that of many other countries and rate of completion of
registration is lower than that of other developed countries. There is thus an urgent need to
strengthen the activities of cancer surveillance systems in Japan through promoting the development
of hospital-based cancer registries in designated cancer hospitals and standardization of

population-based cancer registries.
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Significance and Role of Regional Cancer Registries for Cancer Control
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Cancer is still not reportable disease in Japan. Nevertheless a national act for cancer control was

enacted in June 2006, a definite regulation for monitoring cancer incidence was not described in it.

The theme of this symposium is “Role of regional cancer registries for cancer control”. Four

speakers will show you some effective uses of cancer registry data. I hope the participants again

realize the significance and importance of cancer registry through this meeting and try to use your

cancer registries for planning and monitoring of cancer control strategies, and for identifying

priorities in public health.
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Utilization of regional cancer registry data for epidemiological study and health

planning in Miyagi Prefecture
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Regional cancer registry data in Miyagi Prefecture has been utilized for various epidemiological

studies such as cohort studies in order to examine the relation between lifestyle and cancer,

case-control studies for evaluating the effectiveness of cancer screening program, and investigations

about the accuracy of cancer screening. Miyagi Prefecture developed cancer control strategy in

Health Japan 21 regional plan based on these epidemiological studies. In this plan, it is estimated

that cancer mortality will decrease by up to 15% in 2010 if the levels of target values for cancer

prevention are achieved.



JACR Monograph No. 12

PSR B A D & 72 D8 A EBRART O AR 18

The planning of cancer-medical care system by the foothold hospitals of

cancer-medical treatment
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Summary
In our country, death tolls of cancer exceeded 300,000 a year and enlarged a ratio to occupy for all death
in more than 30% now.

"Basic Law for anti-cancer measure" was formed in this June, and it wrestles for cancer measures was
established by a law, but it is a foothold hospital of cancer-medical treatment that carry the center of cancer
measures in the future.

Cancer registration is essential to a plan, enforcement and evaluation of an anti-cancer measure.

In Osaka Prefecture, we utilize cancer registration and carry out an exhibition of information of cancer
medical examination and treatment results in foothold hospitals.

Osaka is one of the metropolis and districts where the death rate of cancer is the worst nationwide. So,
around a foothold hospital of each secondary care area level, we will try for information dispatch and
reinforcement of the local cancer medical examination and intend to strengthen an action to reduce the

cancer death of citizens of Osaka Prefecture.
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Monitoring of cancer incidence using cancer registry data and geographical

information system.
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Summary

From the beginning of its field, epidemiology had a close relationship with the analysis of
geographical information. John Snow made an incidence map of cholera infection and displayed the
geographical accumulation of disease cases. In this panel we overview the developing software and
its results on monitoring environment-cancer relationship, since 2003, our last report in the
meeting held in Fukui. These results include 1) risk evaluation of lung cancer along the trunk road
with massive traphic volume, 2)risk evaluation of lung cancer in relationship with air pollutant
(suspended particulate matter), 3)geographical analysis of mesothelioma around the factories
manufacturing asbestos. In addition we discuss technical problems of calculating future trends on

the basis of Age-Period-Cohort model.

15



JACR Monograph No. 12

DN AT D G LS P

An accuracy and quality control of cancer registry
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reliable data

can offer for the public. The tight hands of local government, thoughtful registry team, financial

assistance, comprehensive medical doctors, legal preparation and increased numbers of initial

medical examinations make more improved and accurate results for cancer registry.
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Cancer registration is indispensable for planning and evaluating cancer control activities. There

are two types of registration: population-based and hospital-based.

Population-based cancer

registries maintain cancer incidence and survival, being performed as a compass of cancer control

all over the world. Unfortunately, cancer incidence in Japan has been underestimated.

Further

efforts are require to improve data completeness and to promote standardization of the registration

process.
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The medical treatment in Japan is changing from "Medical doctor initiative treatment” to "Patient

initiative convincing treatment", and one key that composes the "Patient initiative convincing

medical treatment” is Information.

Construction of an information infrastructure is important for cancer treatment. Information

related to the medical treatment for the patients with cancer, which allow us to know the situation

of the cancer diagnosis and treatment in each hospital and the region, can be collected through

population-based and hospital-based cancer registration. The cancer medical treatment in Japan will

be evolved steadily only if the information network is developed appropriately.
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Perspective about stomach cancer prevention
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DS AR ER D REEE DS @ WL R C 2 & ATRE 22 0F
L F R, RN AAT 9 2007 FERZ HEEIC
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In 1982, it was revealed that Helicobacter pylori (HP) was a cause of the ulcus pepticum such as
stomach ulcers and duodenal ulcers. HP eradication became a standard treatment method of the
ulcus pepticum. It is thought that of the risk to develop a stomach cancer decreases to about 1/3
when the treatment is well practiced. Actually, it is recommended to eradicate HP early in life and
to explain them the importance of regular endoscopic exam for the early detection and the early

treatment of stomach cancer even after the HP eradication.
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The urgent issues of cancer control in Japan from the viewpoint of
population-based cancer registry
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Summary

In the United States age-standardized cancer incidence and mortality rates began to decrease in
1990s. Similar decreasing tendency of cancer incidence and mortality rates in recent years can be
seen in most western European countries. In Japan, however, no progress in the war against cancer
has been made as a whole. Among males, there is no sign for cancer incidence and mortality rates to
decrease in a near future although stomach cancer has been consistently decreasing. This is due to a
rapid increase of lung cancer.

To overcome these difficulties in Japan, evidence-based cancer control measures, such as tobacco
control activities and organized cancer screenings should be programmed and implemented as soon

as possible.
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