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Summary

In the United States age-standardized cancer incidence and mortality rates began to decrease in
1990s. Similar decreasing tendency of cancer incidence and mortality rates in recent years can be
seen in most western European countries. In Japan, however, no progress in the war against cancer
has been made as a whole. Among males, there is no sign for cancer incidence and mortality rates to
decrease in a near future although stomach cancer has been consistently decreasing. This is due to a
rapid increase of lung cancer.

To overcome these difficulties in Japan, evidence-based cancer control measures, such as tobacco
control activities and organized cancer screenings should be programmed and implemented as soon

as possible.
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