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Summary

The Law for Protection of Personal Information was enacted by the Japanese Diet in 2003. In this
Lecture, | summarized several important concepts regarding the protection of personal information;
definition and classification of personal information, distinction between personal information and
privacy, OECD Guidelines on the Protection of Privacy and Transborder Flows of Personal Data in
1980 and European Union (EU) Detectives on the Protection of Individuals with Regard to the
Processing of Personal Data and Privacy in 1990, and contents of the Law for Protection of Personal
Information in Japan. The Japanese government declared that this Law was inapplicable to cancer
registry because of its importance to public health and academic research. It is needless to say,
however, that cancer registry should have every necessary measure to protect the cancer patients and
contribute to the public health. 1 would propose that the Law for Cancer Registry be enacted in
Japan.
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