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Summary

In order to clarify the relation between atmospheric air pollution and lung cancer, cohort studies
were stared in 1983-85, covering over 100,000 people aged 40 years old or more in 3 prefectures,
namely, Miyagi, Aichi and Osaka. In 2001, when 10-year mortality data was fixed, data from all
cohorts in 3 prefectures was pooled in order to analyze the relation between lung cancer and smoking.
This is called a 3-Prefecture Cohort Study. Although the data from each prefecture has been
analyzed independently, the pooled data has not been fully analyzed. Mortality can be used as a
appropriate endpoint in the pooled data, but when cancer incidence is used, careful consideration for
completeness of registration and validity of collation is needed.
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