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3.
Role of the population-based cancer registry in the Japan Public Health
Center-based prospective study (JPHC Study)

Japan Public Health Center-based
prospective Study: JPHC Study
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Summary

The Japan Public Health Center-based prospective study (JPHC Study) was launched to provide
evidence for the prevention and control of various lifestyle-related diseases, with a study population
comprising 140,420 residents throughout Japan. The occurrence of cancer in the study population is
identified through active patients’ notification from local hospitals in each study area and data linkage
with population-based cancer registries. Death certificate information is used as a supplemental
information source. As of June 2004, 8,800 incident cancer cases have been identified, being 1.04
times the expected number of cases in the same age group. The quality and completeness of our
registry system has been considered satisfactory, with the DCN 11%, DCO 4%, 1/D ratio 2.4 and HV
85%. Information of nearly 40% of the cases has been provided by the population-based cancer
registry, half of which rely for their source of information solely on the population-based cancer
registry. The population-based cancer registry is therefore indispensable for this cohort study. However,
how to complement any lack of information remains an issue, which is not indispensable for counting
the number of cases in the setting of the population-based cancer registry, is however necessary for the
epidemiological study setting, such as the subsite, histology, differentiation, depth of tumor invasion
and so on.
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