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I's the population-based cancer registry an essential part of cancer control?
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Summary
Recently, it may safely be affirmed that the
primary prevention oriented to avoid getting a
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cancer is most important strategy for cancer
prevention in US or Japan.

The population-based cancer registry (CR) is
an essential system to know the cancer incidence.
In Japan, the necessity and usefulness of this
system are not yet fully understood. The
significance of CR was investigated by means of
reviewing the Cancer Incidence in Five
Continents (CI5) and the literatures concerning
CR selected from Medline.

IARC (International Agency for Research on
Cancer) has collected every five years the data of
cancer incidence from CRs in the world, which
had the high quality of information and registry
system. According to these CI5s, the numbers of
published countries and registries were 33 and 84
in 1982, respectively. In 1997, these numbers
increased to 54 and 149, respectively. It seems
that these increasing imply the importance of CR
to the cancer control in the world.

493 literatures were sampled by retrieving
Medline from 1/1/2000 to 7/30/2002. CRs were
used

distribution, the follow-up studies of patients

in many fields, such as the cancer

with cancer, the cancer etiology, or the studies of
polymorphism of cancer. The cases of utilization
in cancer control have been increasing
chronologically.

Concluding these brief analyses on the utility
of CR, it may be said that CR information may
be used in a multitude of areas and that the value
of CR

mai ntai ned.

increases if quality over time is
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