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Anthropological Rethinking the use of 'Gan-kokuchi'
(Notice of cancer to patient)
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Summary

Discrimination and prejudice toward certain
diseases and the patients are represented by the
frequent metaphorical use of the names of the
diseases. Furthermore, the frequent use of the
metaphor strengthens the discrimination and
prejudice toward the disease and the patients as
Susan Sontag has discussed.

In Japanese language cancer had been
transcribed in a Chinese character (kanji) until
1980s, however, it has been written in hiragana
afterward so that it might weaken the ominous or
fatal imagination attached to the disease.
Simultaneously the metaphorical use of ‘cancer'
has been decreased.

In spite of the declining, the unusual
expression of 'gan-kokuchi' (notice of the disease
of cancer to a patient or his family from a
medical doctor) is still used in clinical situations.
It represents that cancer is still fatal and ominous
disease for the people in medicine themselves. It
is the most urgent that the people who are
engaged in cancer clinic should make a
rethinking their imagination of cancer.
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