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Outline of the National Cancer Database in the U.S.
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Web Sites
1. Nationa Cancer Database: http://www.facs.
org/dept/cancer/ncdb/index.html

2. North American Association of Central
Cancer Regidtries. http://www.naaccr.org/
Summary

The National Cancer Database (NCDB) is a
joint collaborative project of American College of
Surgeons and American Cancer Society. Clinical
data of cancer patients are solicited each year
through CALL FOR DATA to major cancer care
hospitals in the United States. Approximately
60% of newly diagnosed cancer patients in the U.
S. is covered by NCDB, though patients in the
database is not a representative sample of whole
cancer patients in the country. The patients
clinical data are collected as electronic data files
from participating hospitals, where the data are
stored in computerized hospital cancer registry
systems. The standard data format defined by the
North American Association of Central Cancer
Registries (NAACCR) is used to collect clinica
data, so that additional data transformation is not
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necessary. The accumulated data are anayzed
and the results are published annualy as ‘ Annual
In addition, each
report
‘Comparison of Hospital Data with U. S.
Combined Data', in which the basic statistics and
clinical outcomes of the hospital can be compared
with the nationa combined data This
comparison is useful to improve the quality of

Report of Patient Care'.

participating  hospital  recelves a

cancer care in each hospital. Furthermore, in
addition to the collection of core data from
hospitals, clinical data are collected from hospitals
on specific topics regarding patient care evaluation.
The results are published as a series of reports in
These features of NCDB

project give us insights into how the cancer

scientific journals.

patients' database in Japan can be improved in the
future. The standard data format for cancer care
will be useful to integrate various cancer registries
in Japan. The feedback of information to each
participating hospital will improve the incentive
for participation. Finaly, an NCDB-like cancer
database will make a substantial
contribution to improve the quality of cancer care

patient

in Japan, when successful collaborations with
population-based cancer registries are achieved.
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