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originated especially from high voltage power



lines is overviewed. In general, epidemiologica
evidences have been suggesting a weak but
significant risk for childhood leukemia, but it is
regarded that most of the animal experiments have
not been supporting this risk. However, with
the
epidemiological findings, the working group of
RAPID program concluded that ELF-EMF may be
the “possible human carcinogen” in 1998, although

emphasizing importance  of  those

it has not yet obtained an international consensus.
The WHO International EMF Project (1996-2005)
has been making further efforts to evaluate the
scientific evidence and summarize the needs of
further  researches, size

including large
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epidemiological studies including more subjects
with higher level exposures than those in the
previous studies to get more convincing data
regarding the possible dose-response relationship.
In relation to these movements, a nation-wide
epidemiological study on childhood leukemia and
brain tumor has been implemented by Japan NIES
with collaborations of many institutes including
NCC, National Children's Hospital and several
This
epidemiological study is introduced thoroughly.

universities as well as related hospitals.

More information is available on the homepage of
NIES (see What's New of http://www.nies.go.jp,
which will be opened early November, 2000).
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