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Summary

Associations between drinking water and cancer
have been the focus of concern since the London
cholera outbreak. Epidemiology is scientifically
useful to assess the risk of drinking water. In
many epidemiological studies based on death data,
cancer of the digestive and urinary organs was
associated with source of drinking water, a
On the

other hand, incidence of cancer of the digestive,

surrogate index of water contamination.

urinary and endocrine organs and lung cancer was

associated with source of drinking water. In
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order to eucidate the association between drinking
water and cancer, more information on hazard and
risk of individual water contaminants is necessary
and at the same time the completeness of cancer
registry is indispensable.  Cancer registry is
expected to play an important role in cancer
surveillance or environmental monitoring as risk
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assessment and to be open to the public in the
risk
Under these circumstances,

process of risk management and
communication.
improvement of the quality of cancer registry data
and development of epidemiological methods to
utilize cancer registry data are a matter of great

urgency.
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