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Summary

The Role of Population-based Cancer Registry
asa Part of Environmental Monitoring
Cancer Morbidity Survey on Radiation

Workers (Preliminary Survey)

With the expansion of the use of atomic energy
and radiation, much scientific and social concern
has been focused on the effects of the human
exposure to radiation, in particular, prolonged
exposure to low-dose radiation.

Sponsored by Science and Technology Agency,
Radiation Effects Association (hereinafter called
Association) has  been  conducting an
epidemiological survey covering radiation workers
at atomic power stations and other facilities since
1990. The Association published the result of the
phase | study (1990-1994), concluding that the
study detected no evidence of hedth effects,
including the effect on cancer, of low-dose
radiation (September, 1995).

Based on this result, the evaluation committee

29

JACR Monograph No. 6

established in Science and Technology Agency
proposed that a cancer morbidity survey should be
conducted in addition to the mortality survey
among radiation workers, aiming at a radiation
epidemiology survey with improved accuracy.

In response, the Association discussed the
methodology of the cancer morbidity survey
during fiscal year 1996, and conducted the cancer
morbidity survey (preliminary survey) from fiscal
year 1997 to 1999.

As the conclusion of the preliminary survey, it
was considered technically possible to acquire
cancer morbidity information through record
linkage with cancer registry data maintained at
each prefecture,

provided that appropriate

procedures and adequate personal information
protection measures are ensured as requested by
each cancer registry organization. The cancer
morbidity information acquired through that record
useful the

epidemiological survey both in terms of the

linkage was considered for

accuracy of diagnosis and the number of cases.
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